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LEAGUE EXPRESSES DEEP CONCERNS WITH REDISTRICTING PLANS

Raleigh, NC—As the Joint House and Senate Redistricting Committee held a series of hearings
across the state today to gain public input on proposed redistricting plans, the League of Women
Voters of North Carolina was out in force to offer analysis and provide recommendations for
improving the statewide redistricting process. League representatives testified at or attended at
several of the public hearings held across the state, and LWVNC president Jo Nicholas released
the following statement:

“For North Carolina to comply fully with federal and state law, including the Voting Rights Act,
the redistricting process must be transparent, open, and responsive to constituents. While we
applaud the Committee for the efforts it has taken to ensure transparency and invite public input,
we are deeply concerned that the proposed plans repeat the mistakes that have shortchanged all
of us—the voters—for decades.

“The proposed Congressional and state legislative maps are drawn with one outcome in mind: to
maximize partisan gains while diluting the power of minority of voters. These maps attempt to
‘pack’ minority voters into districts in order to stifle their influence.

“As a significant number of individuals, and civil rights, civic, and community organizations,
testified today, these maps benefits lawmakers’ partisan interests while shortchanging minority
voters, diluting communities of interest, and paving the way for near-certain Voting Rights Act
challenges in court.

“Every redistricting brings renewed tactics designed to manipulate redistricting for partisan gain,
and this year is no different,” Nicholas concluded. “Before green-lighting any redistricting plan,
lawmakers must incorporate a broader spectrum of voices and ideas for drawing districts that
best represent the interest of all North Carolinians.”

LWVNC has testified at multiple hearings held by the Redistricting Committee and is available
for further comment upon request. More information can be found at www.rtpnet.org/lwvnc.
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The League of Women Voters of North Carolina, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and
active participation in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.



